
GUIDE FOR APPLICATION TO PORTUGUESE UNIVERSITIES (2018/2019)

0. Disclaimer

This document is directed for students from the International School of Palmela who are taking the
AICE Diploma and wish to apply to Portuguese Universities. It aims to outline the procedure of application
and in no way replaces the general guide made available by the Direcção-Geral do Ensino Superior which can
be  consulted  here: https://www.dges.gov.pt/pt/pagina/acesso-superior-candidatura-ao-ensino-superior-
publico?plid=593, It is a simplified version of this document with the additional information needed for
students who have the AICE Diploma.

1. Conditions for application

A student can apply to a course if a) he has  a diploma of secondary education (AICE Diploma is
valid) and b) he meets the specific requirements asked by the course/university.

These specific requirements are normally a specific exam or a combination of specific exams. These
can be consulted for each course here: http://www.dges.gov.pt/guias/indcurso.asp, as well as their minimum
required grades, as in the following example:

To check the specific requirements for the course Jornalismo at Instituto Politécnico de Lisboa, click
“J” in the index to find the course and click it. 

In the course page scroll down to Provas de Ingresso to check which are the specific requirements. In
this case it is required that the candidate takes one of three possible exams: Geografia, História or Português,
and scores at least 95 points (in the portuguese 0-200 scale, explained in the next point).

https://www.dges.gov.pt/pt/pagina/acesso-superior-candidatura-ao-ensino-superior-publico?plid=593
https://www.dges.gov.pt/pt/pagina/acesso-superior-candidatura-ao-ensino-superior-publico?plid=593
http://www.dges.gov.pt/guias/indcurso.asp


In the case that the student has approval to more than one of the options, he must choose the most
favorable one. In the case that the student obtains the AICE Diploma but without approval to any of the
options, he won't be able to apply to a course.

Naturally, students taking the AICE Diploma do not normally take any exams from the Portuguese
curriculum, but some AICE exams are considered to be equivalent and will replace a Portuguese exam in the
application.  The exams that do this must either a)  have the same name as the one in the Portuguese
curriculum (e.g. History is equivalent to História, Mathematics is equivalent to Matemática) or b) in the case
that they have different names,  have been homologated by law for the purpose of application (this list is
updated every year around May: https://dre.pt/application/conteudo/107110731).

2. Vacancies and application grade

After these two conditions are met, the student can apply to a course. Courses have a limited number
of vacancies, so if there are more candidates than vacancies not all can be admitted. Candidates are ranked
with base on their application grade and the ones who rank higher have priority to enroll in the course.

The application grade is based on a formula dependent on the course. This can be consulted in the
same course page used to see the specific requirements:

Going back to the course page for Jornalismo, under Características do par Instituição/Curso we can
see that the number of vacancies is 60. Under Fórmula de Cálculo we can see that the application grade used
for ranking is Nota de Candidatura = 50% Provas de Ingresso + 50% Média do Secundário. 

Where: 
Nota de Candidatura (NC) = Application grade in the Portuguese scale (0-200); 
Provas  de  Ingresso  (PI)  =  Grade  from  the  specific  exams  converted  to  Portuguese  scale.  If  PI  is  a
combination of exams, its value will be the arithmetic mean between them. Converted according to the
following conversion table:

AS/A LEVELS PORTUGUESE SCALE

(0-200)

A 194

B 173

C 152

D 131

E 110

A result of A* in A Levels converts to 200 points.

https://dre.pt/application/conteudo/107110731


Média do Secundário (MS) = Grade from the AICE Diploma converted to Portuguese scale, done according
to the following conversion table:

AICE DIPLOMA (140-
420)

PORTUGUESE SCALE (0-
200)

AICE DIPLOMA (140-
420)

PORTUGUESE SCALE (0-
200)

AICE DIPLOMA (140-
420)

PORTUGUESE SCALE (0-
200)

140 100 240 136 340 171

150 104 250 139 350 175

160 107 260 143 360 179

170 111 270 146 370 182

180 114 280 150 380 186

190 118 290 154 390 189

200 121 300 157 400 193

210 125 310 161 410 196

220 129 320 164 420 200

230 132 330 168

A small excel sheet was made available for the students at the online portal of our school that allows
them to insert their AICE grades and calculate their application grade for a specific course. This sheet has
been previously filled with the example of an applicant to the course Jornalismo that we've been using. In
that example, it is considered that the student scored 310 in the AICE Diploma, B in the Portuguese exam
and A in the Geography exam. This would result in an application grade of 177.5:

Notice that as stated before, we are in a situation that the student has more than one of the specific
requirements, he has both gotten approval to Portuguese and Geography. In this case, only the best result is
used.



3. How to apply

3.1. Before applying

The  procedure  for  application  starts  in  February  of  the  final  school  year  attending  the  AICE
Diploma. In this month the applicants will take the following steps:

• Register for the last season of Cambridge Exams, with the indication that they're applying for the
AICE Diploma.

• Fill out a form requesting equivalence between secondary education diplomas, this document must be
filled by the applicants and returned to the Class Teacher. They must also attach a photocopy of
their document of identification.

• Request a password at the Direcção-Geral do Ensino Superior website to gain access to the portal
where they will later apply for the courses. This request will generate password that can be retrieved
in Portuguese schools or in a GAES starting in May.
https://www.dges.gov.pt/Online/SenhaAcesso/Pedir.aspx

3.2. Phases of Application

There are three possible phases of application. It is recommended that the students apply during the
First Phase since it guarantees a larger number of vacancies in the courses and the results are released before
the beginning of the school year. 

The First Phase starts every year around mid July and lasts until early August – it should be noted
that during this period, applicants from AICE still do not know their final grades since normally they are
only released around August 10th, this situation  does not pose a problem for the application, students can
still apply with their final grades pending release. 

For the Second and Third Phases, the periods are shorter and respectively mid September (around 10
days) and early October (around 5 days). The procedure is similar but applicants should be aware that these
two phases are only for applicants who have not applied during the first phase or have applied but not been
admitted. Number of vacancies in these two phases decrease significantly.

3.3 Applying

Since the procedure of application normally has changes every year, it is recommended that the
students choose to retrieve their portal passwords in a GAES and ask for the procedure that is being used in
that year. Generally these are the steps to take:

• As soon as the application phase begins, students must already have their password to access the
portal (https://www.dges.gov.pt/Online/) which is where they will formalize their application.

• This  application will  be  incomplete  since at  that  time students  haven’t  gotten their  Cambridge
results yet.

• When the Cambridge grades are issued, the form for equivalence of qualifications previously filled
must be sent to the Ministry of Education, which will return a certificate of equivalences (this is done
by the school)

• The certificate of equivalences together with the statement of results of each Prova de Ingresso that
will be used in the application must be uploaded to the application portal by the student as soon as
they have it.

• When these documents have been uploaded, the application is concluded.

https://www.dges.gov.pt/Online/
https://www.dges.gov.pt/Online/SenhaAcesso/Pedir.aspx

